fonds de recherche du québec – société et culture

an overview

the chief scientist of québec
Rémi Quirion is the Chief Scientist of Québec. His position at the
interface of the three Fonds de recherche enables him to build
connections and implement changes that will boost knowledge
production and innovation within Québec’s research system and,
ultimately, extend its influence on national and international levels.
The mandate of the Chief Scientist of Québec is as follows:










To advise the ministre de l’Économie et de l’Innovation on
matters pertaining to the development of research and science
in Québec;
To foster the excellence, position and influence of Québec
research in Canada and internationally, especially through
partnership development;
To chair the boards of directors of each of the three Fonds
de recherche du Québec, and coordinate issues of common
concern and the development of cross-sectoral research;
To administer the human, material, financial and information
resources of the three Fonds;
To promote careers in research and scientific culture.

the scientific direction
Louise Poissant is the Scientific Director of the Fonds de recherche
du Québec – Société et culture (FRQSC).
As Scientific Director, she has the following mandate:






To advise the Chief Scientist on matters pertaining to the
orientations, objectives, priorities, strategies and action plans
of the FRQSC;
To oversee the implementation of the orientations, policies and
development strategies of the FRQSC;
To play a leadership role in the development of partnerships
and alliances with the research community and government,
as well as with public and private sectors at provincial and
national levels in all domains covered by the FRQSC.
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the mission of the fonds société et culture
The Fonds de recherche du Québec – Société et culture’s mission is to support and promote the
excellence of research and training of the next generation in the fields of social sciences, humanities,
arts and literature to stimulate knowledge development and innovation.
Its mandate is as follows:
h To promote and provide financial support for:
h The development of research in the fields of social sciences, humanities,

arts and literature;

h Knowledge mobilization in fields of research relating to the social

sciences, humanities, arts and literature;

h The training of researchers through:
h Achievement scholarship programs for Master’s and PhD students

as well as postdoctoral fellows;

h Scholarships for re-entering the research community;
h Grant programs to college researchers;
h To create any necessary partnerships with universities, colleges, cultural

institutions, government departments and public and private agencies and
organizations.

its vision
h A creative and diversified research open to the world.

its values
h In addition to adhering to the public administration’s five values, that are

competence, impartiality, integrity, loyalty and respect, the Fonds has
adopted the values of collaboration, professionalism and rigor.

fonds de recherche du québec – société et culture

an overview

3

background information
In 2018, Québec spent 9.6 billion dollars on intramural research
and development (GERD), representing 2.17% of Québec’s GDP,
compared with 1.68% across Canada as a whole. The chart below
illustrates the distribution of GERD expenditure by funding sector
in Québec.

gerd funding, 2018
18.7% higher education

7.3% foreign
4.8% non-profit
organizations

23.9% government

45.3% companies

Source: Institut de la statistique du Québec, April 2021

Québec obtained 26.6% ($131.9M) of the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) funding in 2019-2020. This
share, which has remained relatively stable for several years, is
higher than the demographic weight of Québec faculty within
Canada (22.8%). This performance can be broken down as follows:
$97.9M in research and career awards, and $34M in training awards.

québec share of sshrc funding (%)
between 2010-2011 and 2019-2020
2009
2010

2010
2011

2011
2012

2012
2013

2013
2014

2014
2015

2015
2016

2016
2017

2017
2018

2018
2019

Grants

26.3

26.0

25.5

24.9

24.8

26.9

27.5

28.7

29.0

26,6

Awards and
scholarships

25.8

25.7

26.5

27.4

27.4

27.0

25.9

24.5

25.2

26,8

TOTAL

26.2

25.9

25.8

25.7

25.6

26.9

27.0

27.4

27.9

26,7

Source: SSHRC Awards Search Engine, 2019
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the priorities
The FRQSC has established a set of priorities to stimulate innovation and the development of
knowledge in the fields of social sciences, humanities, arts and literature:

Supporting research training
One of the mandates of the Fonds is to provide training support for
future generations of researchers. It aims to foster their excellence
and outreach. Tomorrow’s researchers are a highly qualified work
force, both for the research field and for all sectors of Québec’s
economy, and will be called on to play a leading role in a knowledge
society that is increasingly becoming part of a globalized economy.

Support independant and basic research
Independent and basic research, source of great innovation as a bona
fide pipeline of applied research, accounts for most of the funding
granted by the Fonds. The other part is allocated to research in
partnership with public and private sectors, directed at the needs of
society. The Fonds also supports a number of research groups that
represent all the catalyst areas of leading edge research in Québec.
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Address three major societal challenges
By working together in interdisciplinary teams from all sectors,
researchers with complementary expertise can better address the
major challenges facing our society: sustainable development and
climate change, aging and demographic change, and entrepreneurship
and creativity. The Fonds develops intersectoral networking and
initiatives to address these challenges.
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Develop outside Québec collaborations
The Fonds develops outside Québec collaborations to increase research
capacity (sharing of costs and expertise), drive discovery and innovation
on common issues and concerns, position Québec’s scientific community,
and contribute to scientific and economic diplomacy.

Advance research practices
The Fonds intends to pursue its initiatives in collaboration with the
scientific community, whether in terms of ethics, scientific integrity
or responsible conduct of research, access to administrative
databases for research, promotion of principles of equity, diversity
and inclusion, citizen science and commitment from the scientific
community toward areas where research is used and in the public
sphere.

Raise awareness about research
In the age of fake news and increasing digital sources of information,
it seems crucial to raise greater awareness of research among the
general public. Through various communication tools and several
partnerships with broadcasting organizations, including Agence
Science-Presse and the Détecteur de rumeurs [Rumor Detector],
the Fonds contributes to creating dialogue on scientific issues in
the public sphere and fostering critical thinking. It also takes part
in the organisation of the Chief Scientist’s scientific meetings with
deputies at the National Assembly of Québec, an opportunity for
them to discuss current issues with experts.

Increase the Fonds’ performance
The Fonds aims to ensure the provision of high quality, efficient and
effective services to its clientele, promotes the mobilization of its
personnel and continuously improves the organization’s management
and governance practices.
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research areas of the frqsc
The Fonds de recherche du Québec – Société et culture covers 13 areas of research.
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arts, literature and society
writing and fine arts
culture, religion et civilization
development and functioning of individuals and communities, and social living
economy, employment and markets
education, knowledge and skills
fundamental issues and meaning of life
organizational management
language and languages
media, communication and information
living environments, planning and appropriation of human spaces
the nature, transformation and governance of society and institutions
international relations and development
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scholarships and grants
In 2020-2021, the Fonds de recherche du Québec – Société et culture supported:


1,146 scholars, including 231 Master’s students, 751 PhD students (including 4 Concerted Actions
scholarships) and 164 at the postdoctoral fellows (including 1 Concerted Actions scholarship);



17 research initiation scholarships (12 at the undergraduate level and 5 at the college level);



75 internships in a practice setting;





6 Adopte Inc. scholarships, 1 Innovator in residence, 149 candidates trained in entrepreneurship by
District 3;
311 researchers granted with a research support for new academics in research or research-creation,
including 16 with support for UNESCO Chairs in Quebec and 4 salary grants;



31 college researchers supported as principal researchers;



108 research teams bringing together 1,167 researchers;








30 strategic groups bringing together 1,411 members, plus 6 joint groups managed by the FRQNT;
$11.60 in non-FRQ funding for each dollar of subsidy in this program;
10 affiliated university centers (3) and university institutes (7) in the social sector as well as
2 research centers in rehabilitation and social integration (joint program with the FRQS);
41 intersectoral research clusters on major societal challenges, including 16 Audace teams;
28 themes of Concerted Actions, with 19 partners supporting 119 research projects, including
a research network chair, 5 scholarships for graduate studies and 3 salary awards;



36 research and knowledge transfer journals;



22 projects under the Research-creation support program;



15 collaborative projects outside Québec
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research funding: a global picture
* Total budget: $63.6M (not including indirect research costs of $3.3M) — FRQSC Annual management report 2020-2021

Research careers
and promotion

Research projects
$10.1M
16%

Research
clusters

$7.9M
12%

$23.9M
38%

$21.7M
34%
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New
generation

research partnerships
Research partnerships with the Fonds de recherche du Québec – Société et culture occur primarily
through the Concerted Actions program, which allows partners to actively participate in key phases of
the research process, from the identification of knowledge needs to the appropriation of the research
results. Here are several examples of Concerted Actions, which enable funding of scholarships, projects
or research programs:
h Research programs on student retention and academic success as well

as on literacy, in partnership with the Ministère de l’Éducation et de
l’Enseignement supérieur

h The Research Program on Poverty and Social Exclusion, a partnership

with the Ministère du Travail, de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale, the
Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux, the Société d’habitation
du Québec and the Ministère de l’Immigration, de la Diversité et de
l’Inclusion

h An action research program on active aging of Québec’s population, in

partnership with the Secrétariat aux aînés of the Ministère de la Santé et
des Services sociaux

h Chaire-réseau de recherche sur la jeunesse du Québec, in partnership

with the Secrétariat à la jeunesse

h A grant program on gambling research, in partnership with the Fondation

Mise sur toi

Research partnerships can also take other forms:
h In collaboration with other funding agencies, such as France’s Agence

nationale de la recherche. Agreements of this type have been established
with French, Belgian or Norwegian organizations or within the TransAtlantic Platform.

h Within an infrastructure or project funded by the FRQSC, such as the

Research Team Support Program (Partnership Teams component) and the
Strategic Clusters Program (Network component, in particular).

h Through the Scholarship for internship in a practice environment Program,

which aims to foster collaboration between academia and organizations
in the public, parapublic and private sectors, and to stimulate interest
in knowledge application and the acquisition of work experience in a
practice environment.
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impacts on society
Social sciences, humanities, arts and literature research provides a better understanding of the world
in which we live, clarifies decision-making and public policy, improves practices and interventions; in
short, it fosters innovation for the common good. Here is a look at some of the impacts of this research
on society.

Extracurricular activities that pay off: Sport, music, arts, leisure clubs…
Under what conditions do extracurricular activities contribute positively
to adolescent development? Heather Lawford, a psychology researcher at
Bishop’s University, conducted a longitudinal study of 50 youth between
the ages of 17 and 20. Each year, participants were asked to complete an
online questionnaire that focused on extracurricular activities, community
engagement, identity, autonomy and well-being. The research findings
highlight the importance of mentoring and show that listening, counselling
and encouragement improve young people’s perception of themselves.
The study also indicates that generativity is already present in these
adolescents, whereas it is generally seen as a trait in people over 35. In
addition, the study shows a correlation between activity engagement and
more harmonious psychosocial development. This translates into closer
relationships with others and greater self-esteem.
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Learning to communicate with social media: The emergence of social
media has transformed the communication strategies of public relations
professionals. But are Facebook, Twitter and Instagram being used to their
best advantage? Based on a review of the literature, Francine Charest,
researcher-professor and founder of the Observatoire des médias sociaux
en relations publiques at Université Laval, developed an optimal process
for integrating social media in public relations. She then conducted some
fifteen semi-structured interviews with public relations specialists which
allowed her to identify a number of gaps between these best practices
and the actual use of social media by PR professionals. For example, in
several cases, social media monitoring was limited to two or three months,
rather than the optimal twelve-month period. Moreover, some participants
overlooked the importance of properly identifying their target market on the
various platforms. The Observatoire used the results of this study to develop
tools such as “NETiquette” for the use and management of social media and
wrote a social media vocabulary guide. These tools have contributed to
the sound appropriation of social media in the public relations practices of
many Québec organizations.
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The artistic flair of robots: Can robotic art performances elicit thought
and emotion in their audience? How can robots be cast in such a way as to
arouse empathy among viewers? Through his works, Bill Vorn, an electronic
arts researcher at Concordia University, is expanding our knowledge of
robotic art and our understanding of the relationships between humans
and machines, at a time when human-machine interactions are becoming
increasingly frequent. In the participative robotic performance Inferno,
Bill Vorn explores human-machine interactions. Participants are invited
to don robotic exoskeletons that partially control their movements. The
audience thus becomes an active part of the artistic performance, with
gestures imposed in part by the exoskeleton. This study showed that, after
overcoming their initial reluctance, participants enjoyed being one with
the machine and letting it guide their movements. This research/creation
project has inspired the artistic community and have a global impact. For
example, within one year after Inferno was performed at a Beijing art
school, the school had introduced a course in robotics.
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